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ALLEN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

ROLE OF THE KANSAS BOARD OF REGENTS
I.  POLICY
1.00
GENERAL STATEMENT 

1.01
The nine-member Kansas Board of Regents is the governing board of the state’s six universities and the state-wide coordinating board for the state’s 32 public higher education institutions (six state universities, one municipal university, nineteen community colleges, and six technical colleges).
In addition, the Board administers the state’s student financial aid, adult education, high school equivalency, and career and technical education programs. Private proprietary schools and out-of-state institutions are authorized by the Kansas Board of Regents to operate in Kansas.
1.02
Kansas voters approved a Constitutional amendment in 1966 to provide for a nine-member Board of Regents and its supervision and control of public institutions of higher education. The Kansas Constitution now requires that members of the Board be appointed by the Governor, confirmed by the Senate, serve four-year, staggered terms of office, and be representative of each congressional district.

The next notable change to the Board of Regents occurred in 1999 with the passage of Senate Bill No. 345. This bill recreated the Board of Regents into what it is today, a body that governs the state universities, supervises the community colleges, technical colleges, and Washburn University, and coordinates all postsecondary education in Kansas. Senate Bill 345 also transferred responsibility for adult basic education, GED testing and regulation of private and out-of-state higher education institutions from the Department of Education to the Board of Regents.

By 2008, plans were finalized for the last of the area vocational and area vocational-technical schools to either merge or affiliate with existing public institutions of higher education or seek individual accreditation as a technical college. The resulting Board of Regents system included six state universities, nineteen community colleges, six technical colleges and one municipal university.

2.00
SPECIFIC STATEMENTS

2.01
The Kansas Board of Regents is empowered to


Approve: 

1. Degrees

2. Programs

3. Certificates

4. Courses

5. Performance Agreements
 
Make rules and regulations regarding:
1. Concurrent Enrollment Programs
2. Developmental Education 
3. Credit for Prior Learning
4. Off- Campus Delivery of Programs and Courses
5. Transfer and Articulation Agreements
6. Graduation Requirements
7. Fiscal Management
2.02
Approval of Programs
Each program to be offered by an institution shall be required to be approved by the state board before the program is actually offered by the institution. The institution shall submit an application for approval of the program to the state board. If an associate in applied science degree program has been approved by the state board, the institution may subsequently offer within the program a separate certificate of completion or a separate career technical certificate based on credits earned within that program.
2.03
Approval of Courses
K.S.A. 71-601 et seq., K.S.A. 71-1801 et seq., K.S.A. 72-4480 and K.S.A. 72-4482 require that the Kansas Board of Regents approve courses for which credit hours are awarded in community colleges, technical colleges and the Washburn Institute of Technology.  Procedures for receiving and acting on credit courses submitted by community colleges, technical colleges and the Institute shall be the responsibility of the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Kansas Board of Regents.  Procedures will ensure that quality of instruction is properly addressed by the institutions’ boards of trustees, governing boards or board of control and that the approval of credit courses is acted on in a timely and effective manner.
2.04
Definitions:

· “Associate Degree” means a degree consisting of courses totalling a minimum of 60 semester credit hours.  Additional requirements for specific types of associate degrees follow:

a. “Associate in Arts Degree” means a transfer-oriented degree:  Granted to those who successfully complete programs equivalent to the freshman and sophomore level requirements for a bachelor of arts degree; and in which not less than 30 semester credit hours in general education are required.

b. “Associate in Science Degree” means a transfer- or professional-oriented degree: Granted to those who successfully complete programs equivalent to the freshman and sophomore level requirements for a Bachelor of Science degree: and in which not less than 30 semester credit hours in general education are required.

c. “Associate in Applied Science Degree” means a degree: Granted to those who successfully complete programs which emphasize preparation in the applied arts and sciences for careers, typically at the technical or semi-professional level; and consisting of a minimum of 60 semester credit hours and a maximum of 68 semester credit hours, in which not less than 15 semester credit hours in general education and not less than 30 semester credit hours in the area of specialized preparation are required. An exception/waiver to the 68 semester credit hour limit may be granted to meet specific criteria such as external program accreditations or other special requirements.  Selected courses may transfer to a college or university upon validation of applicable coursework.

d. “Associate in General Studies” means a degree: Granted to those who successfully complete programs with an emphasis on a broad range of knowledge; and in which not less than 24 semester credit hours in general education and not less than 36 semester credit hours in a program of college-level work are required.
Other specific types of associate degrees may be offered upon approval by the Board office.
· “Certificates” Community colleges and technical colleges may offer two types of certificates based upon the number of credit hours required of the student. A Technical Certificate may be granted for programs of instruction that are less than 60 semester hours in length but more than 15 semester hours. Certificates of Completion may be awarded for a course or sequence of courses not exceeding 15 semester hours.
· “Performance Agreements” Kansas Statute 74-3202d established performance-based funding for technical colleges, community colleges, state universities and Washburn University. Each institution’s receipt of new state funds is contingent upon meeting goals outlined in its Performance Agreement. Institutions submit a Performance Agreement for Board approval once every three years and performance is evaluated annually.

To be eligible for new state funds all technical colleges, community colleges, state universities, Washburn University, and Washburn Institute of Technology annually submit a performance report.  Staff reviews the reports and suggests revisions, as needed. 

· “Concurrent Enrollment”  While various forms of dual enrollment may be offered under the statute, this definition applies only to Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships formed between a high school and eligible postsecondary education institution in which a high school faculty member teaches a college-level course to high school students at the high school during the regular high school day.
Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships do not include the following:  (a) programs in which the high school student travels to the college campus to take courses prior to graduation during the academic year or during the summer; (b) programs in which college faculty travel to the high school to teach separate courses to high school students; and (c) the College Board Advanced Placement Program and the International Baccalaureate Program, which use standardized tests to assess the student’s knowledge of a curriculum developed by a committee consisting of both college and high school faculty
· “Concurrent Enrollment Partnership Student” means a person who is in grades 10, 11, or 12, or who is gifted and is in grade 9; has been admitted to an eligible postsecondary education institution as a degree-seeking or non-degree seeking student; and is enrolled in courses at a high school at which approved high school faculty teach college credit courses during the normal school day.

· “Concurrent Enrollment Partnership Agreement” means a written memorandum of understanding between an eligible postsecondary institution and a school district for the purpose of offering college-level learning to students who are eligible to enroll in college courses offered at a high school at which approved high school faculty teach said college courses during the normal school day.

· “Eligible postsecondary institution” means any state university, community college, technical college, municipal university or affiliated institute of technology.

· “Developmental Education” means courses in all fields of study that are designed to increase the likelihood of student success at the entry level of a certificate or degree program.  Developmental education programs include activities that address subject matter remediation, development of competencies, and change of attitudes toward learning.  The content of developmental education courses is at a level below that normally included in the first and second year college-level curricula.

Developmental education programs include interdependent activities and special types of educational experiences that are designed to meet academic and personal needs of students.  Developmental education intervention strategies take into consideration the needs of the individual student and are least intrusive for the student.  Developmental education course credits may not be used to fulfill graduation requirements for any degree.
· “Credit for Prior Learning” awards credit for college-level equivalent knowledge and skills and includes credit evidenced by national standardized exams, military training transcripts, industry credentials, portfolios, and other methods.
· "Distance education course" means any course in which faculty and students are physically separated in place or time and in which two-thirds or more of the instruction is provided by means other than face-to-face instruction.

· "Distance education program" means any program in which 50 percent or more of the program is delivered by means of distance education courses.

· “Transfer credit” Each institution shall accept credits from all courses that are substantially equivalent to those offered at the institution, including courses that have been determined by the state board through the alignment process or the transfer and articulation process to be substantially equivalent. Any institution accepting transfer credit may evaluate the applicability of the credit towards meeting program requirements. Any institution may award credit for other documented learning experiences.

· “Advanced Standing” Any institution may award credit for advanced standing based on the policies adopted by that institution's governing board.

· “Credit For Lecture, Laboratory, and Other Classes” Each institution shall record one semester hour of credit for any student attending a lecture class, if the student has made satisfactory progress in the class and the class consists of at least 750 minutes of class instruction, plus time allocated for a final exam. Each institution shall record one semester hour of credit for any student attending a laboratory class, if the student has made satisfactory progress in the class and the class consists of at least 1,125 minutes. Each institution shall record one semester hour of credit for any student who completes at least 2,700 minutes in on-the-job training, internships, or clinical experiences in health occupations. The number of semester hours of credit recorded for each distance education course shall be assigned by the institution that provided the course, based on the amount of time needed to achieve the course competencies in a face-to-face format. 

· “Graduation or Completion Requirements”  
a. Any community college may award the associate in arts degree, the associate in science degree, or the associate in general studies degree to each student who has satisfactorily completed 60 or more credit hours in a curriculum that parallels that of a Kansas public university for freshmen and sophomores.
b. Any community college or technical college may award the associate in applied science degree to each student who has satisfactorily completed a program in a career technical curriculum consisting of at least 60 credit hours but not more than 68 credit hours, in which at least 15 credit hours in general education and at least 30 credit hours in the area of specialized preparation are required. The 68-credit-hour maximum shall not apply to any programs having external accreditation or industry requirements that exceed the 68-credit-hour limit.
c. Any institution may grant a career technical certificate to each student who has satisfactorily completed any technical program that is less than 60 credit hours in length but is more than 15 credit hours.
d. Any institution may award a certificate of completion to each student who has satisfactorily completed a course of study not exceeding 15 credit hours.
· “Fiscal Management” Pursuant to K.S.A. 74-3202c, the Board of Regents develops a unified budget for state funding of state universities, community colleges, technical colleges, Washburn University and the Washburn Institute of Technology, presents that budget to the Governor and the Legislature each year, and receives and allocates the state funds appropriated to the Board for those institutions in accordance with any legislative directives.
2.05
The Allen County Community College Board of Trustees acknowledges the general coordination of the Kansas Board of Regents and directs its officers, administrators, faculty, and staff to work with the Kansas Board of Regents and its staff to promote quality education and training to the citizens of the service areas.

2.06
The Allen County Community College Board of Trustees shall have custody of and be responsible for the property of Allen County Community College and shall be responsible for the management and control of the college. (First Section of Article 2, K.S.A. 71-201 a. b. of the Community College Act.)
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